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chairman of the House International
Relations Subcommittee on Asia and
the Pacific, for introducing this legis-
lation. | further would like to com-
mend the gentleman from New York
[Mr. GiLMmAN], the full committee
chairman; the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. BERMAN], the ranking member
of the Subcommittee on Asia and the
Pacific; and the gentleman from New
York [Mr. ACKERMAN], and the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. RoycEg] for
their support of this measure as origi-
nal cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution supports
the efforts of the Governments of
India, Bangladesh, and Nepal over the
past year to cooperate in sharing the
waters of the Ganges River, as well as
the joint development of the resources
of the Mahakali River. Their efforts in
negotiating treaties will help in the fu-
ture to control water resources in the
region, reducing flooding during rains,
and providing water during droughts.
Through this admirable cooperation by
these Governments, it is projected that
deaths and property destruction will be
substantially reduced for the region’s
400 million residents.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution further
urges international financial institu-
tions and the world community to as-
sist the Governments of India, Ban-
gladesh, and Nepal in this worthy en-
deavor.

| strongly endorse this measure that
supports progress to improve the lives
of close to half a billion people in
South Asia, and certainly would like to
commend the gentleman from Indiana
[Mr. HAMILTON], the senior ranking
member of our Committee on Inter-
national Relations, for his full support
of this legislation.

Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOODLATTE). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
New York [Mr. GiLMAN] that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, House Concurrent
Resolution 16, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker,
that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

on

VACATING ORDERING OF YEAS
AND NAYS ON HOUSE JOINT
RESOLUTION 32, GRANTING CON-
SENT TO CERTAIN AMENDMENTS
ENACTED BY HAWAIIAN LEGIS-
LATURE TO HAWAIIAN HOMES
COMMISSION ACT OF 1920
Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, | ask

unanimous consent that the House va-

cate the ordering of the yeas and nays

on House Joint Resolution 32.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair will put the ques-
tion de novo when proceedings resume
at5p.m.

There was no objection.

SENSE OF HOUSE CONCERNING
TREATY OF MUTUAL COOPERA-
TION AND SECURITY BETWEEN
UNITED STATES AND JAPAN

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 68) stating the sense
of the House of Representatives that
the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security Between the United States of
America and Japan is essential for fur-
thering the security interests of the
United States, Japan, and the nations
of the Asia-Pacific region, and that the
people of Okinawa deserve recognition
for their contributions toward ensuring
the treaty’s implementation, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 68

Whereas the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation
and Security Between the United States of
America and Japan is critical to the security
interests of the United States, Japan, and
the countries of the Asia-Pacific region.

Whereas the security relationship between
the United States and Japan is the founda-
tion for the security strategy of the United
States in the Asia-Pacific region;

Whereas strong bilateral security ties be-
tween the two countries provide a key sta-
bilizing influence in an uncertain post-cold
war world;

Whereas this bilateral security relation-
ship makes it possible for the United States
and Japan to preserve their interests in the
Asia-Pacific region;

Whereas forward-deployed forces of the
United States are welcomed by allies of the
United States in the region because such
forces are critical for maintaining stability
in East Asia;

Whereas regional stability has undergirded
East Asia’s economic growth and prosperity;

Whereas the recognition by allies of the
United States of the importance of United
States armed forces for security in the Asia-
Pacific region confers on the United States
irreplaceable good will and diplomatic influ-
ence in that region;

Whereas Japan’s host nation support is a
key element in the ability of the United
States to maintain forward-deployed forces
in that country;

Whereas the Governments of the United
States and Japan, in the Special Action
Committee on Okinawa Final Report issued
by the United States-Japan Security Con-
sultative Committee established by the two
countries, made commitments to reducing
the burdens of United States armed forces on
the people of Japan, especially the people of
Okinawa;

Whereas such commitments must maintain
the operational capability and readiness of
United States forces; and

Whereas gaining the understanding and
support of the people of Japan, especially the
people of Okinawa, in fulfilling these com-
mitments is crucial to the effective imple-
mentation of the Treaty: Now, therefore, be
it

March 11, 1997

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and
Security Between the United States of
America and Japan remains vital to the se-
curity interests of the United States and
Japan, as well as the countries of the Asia-
Pacific region; and

(2) the people of Japan, especially the peo-
ple of Okinawa, deserve special recognition
and gratitude for their contributions toward
ensuring the Treaty’s implementation and
regional peace and stability.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER] and the gen-
tleman from Alabama [Mr. HILLIARD]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER].

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this
Member rises in strong support of
House Resolution 68. This Member
commends the distinguished gentleman
from Indiana [Mr. HAMILTON] for rais-
ing this issue and bringing us this leg-
islation. This Member would note that
our good friend from Indiana has con-
sistently been a voice in support of
United States security interests, and
the gentleman’s resolution regarding
the United States-Japan security
agreement and the people of Okinawa
is no exception. He is to be congratu-
lated for his initiative. This Member is
pleased, together with the distin-
guished gentleman from California
[Mr. BERMAN], to be an original cospon-
sor of H. Res. 68.

Mr. Speaker, the United States-
Japan alliance is the cornerstone of
United States security strategy for the
Asia-Pacific region and serves as the
anchor for the United States military
presence in the region. Not only do
United States forward based forces in
Japan contribute to Japanese security,
but these assets are absolutely essen-
tial for any contingency on the Korean
Peninsula. Our bases on the Japanese
mainland and on Okinawa enable us to
protect and advance our interests
throughout the Pacific. In addition,
elements of these forward-based forces
were among the first to arrive in the
Persian Gulf during Operation Desert
Shield.

There is no question that American
forces in Japan contribute to a sense of
regional stability. This Member has
often commented that all the nations
of Asia, with the possible exception of
North Korea, welcome the presence of
United States forces and want us to re-
main in the region. Indeed, the com-
mitment of the Clinton administration
to keep 100,000 troops in Asia has be-
come an important issue psycho-
logically with the countries of the re-
gion, who look constantly for reassur-
ance that the United States military
will remain in the region.

This Member would also note that
the Government of Japan pays the
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